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Link Engine Management 
The Link Engine Management System is a modular, expandable 
system. The Link Computer is the heart of the system and is a 
digital, microprocessor controlled unit. 

Feature Benefit 
VY Expandability A system purchased can be up-graded 
to higher specification at a later date 


Y Simple Installation As few as 7 wires to connect for fuel 
and ignition 

V Easy access fuel & Most engines start and run on default 

ignition maps settings, factory engines tuned in as 

little as 30 minutes 

Y Soft RPM Limits Limits 200rpm early to ensure smooth 
rev limiting 

V Boost Limits Prevents engine damage from over 
boosting 

¥ Cold Start Control Easy starting from cold. Automatic 
once tuned 


VY Acceleration Enrichment Excellent throttle control 
Control 


Y Closed Loop Control Optimise performance and economy- 
self tune through exhaust O2 feedback 


V Electronic Boost Control Fit our boost control solenoid & adjust 
boost every 500rpm. (AntiLag 
available) 


¥Y Multicoil driving Up to 6 factory igniters supported 
without additional hardware (8 with 
external unit) 


Link Tuning Module 


Used by both the professional installer and the amateur at home 
the Link Tuning Module can now be used for the AFMLink, TurboLink, 
InterceptLink and all the Link Engine Management Systems. 


This controller enables access to all functions of the system and 
enables tuning to the particular application. The Link Tuning Module 
has a backlit LCD screen and buttons for easy use. 


Link Engine Management 
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Link ElectroSystems 
* Ph 03-348 8854 * Fax 03-343 6195 ° 





PossumLink 


A joint project between Link ElectroSystems 
and Possum Bourne Motorsport 






nson, 


Karl Robi 


New Zealand Junior Champion 





Stumpy Holmes, 
New Zealand Group N Champion 





Cody Crocker, 
Australian Group N Champion (again!) 


Congratulations to the 
hundreds of drivers using 
PossumLinks, but in 
particular to Stumpy Holmes 
(New Zealand) and Cody 
Crocker (Australia), 1999 
Group N Champions. 
Congratulations also to Karl 
Robinson, 1999 New Zealand 
Junior Champion. 
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Welcome to the 
699 TASMAN EXPRESS 
GRAND PRIX SERIES 


As we head towards a new millennium - and on exciting new 
era in New Zealand’s single seater racing history - this is a good 
time to look back on the heritage of the NZGP and the successful 
Tasman Series. “Heritage” is the theme of this year’s programme. 


Three Top Stars ae 
by Bernard Carpinter 


The Tasman Years ee r \f ; y 
by Scott Thomson yore 





Formula Atlantic Years 
by Scott Thomson 


GOLDEN AGE 





) History of NZGP Last years iki. len to right: Greg Murphy (3rd), winner Simon Wills and Scott Dixon (2nd). 
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Official programme produced 
-- by SpeedSport Communications, 
Simon Wills heads for riioys in the 1998 NZGP at Ruapuna. publishers of NZ SpeedSport magazine. 
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Tasman Series 


On behalf of MotorSport New Zealand, | would like to extend a warm welcome to 
everyone to what has become New Zealand’s most prestigious motor racing events. 
The Denny Hulme memorial meeting and the New Zealand Grand Prix form the New 
Zealand part of the revitalised Tasman series. This series is renowned world wide as 
one of the southern hemisphere’s most difficult to win. 

The grid of powerful Formula Holden cars assembled for these meetings is without 
doubt the best we have ever seen and with all Australasia’s biggest names MotorSport 
and its enthusiasts are about to witness an incredible battle for, not only the Denny 
Hulme trophy, but also the New Zealand Motor Cup which will be presented to the win- 
ner of the last Grand Prix of this Century. 

To all the teams, drivers, officials and of course the thousands of spectators who will 
enjoy these events, have a great days action and all the best for the new millennium. 


Stuer Kennedy 


PRESIDENT 
MotorSport New Zealand 


P&O Nedlloyd is proud to support, through its Tasman Express service, the 1999 
New Zealand Grand Prix. 

Over the past 14 years Tasman Express has played an important role in trade between 
New Zealand and Australia. The name has become synonymous with fast, efficient con- 
tainer shipping across the Tasman and a strong commitment to the South Island. 

It is fitting that this close involvement in the New Zealand - Australia market now 
extends to providing the opportunity for this premier motorsport competition between 
the two countries. Using the resources and experience of our Tasman Express service, 
we are pleased to have assisted in bringing a strong field of Australian cars directly to 
the South Island to contest the New Zealand Grand Prix. 

We are sure that this will provide a high level of international competition that has 
been part of the rich history recorded on the New Zealand Grand Prix Cup. 

We look forward to some great racing at Teretonga and Ruapuna in the Tasman 
Express Grand Prix Series. 


Gary &uirke 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 
P&O Nedlloyd 


Welcome, Race Drivers, Motorsport Teams and Spectators. 

In line with our ongoing commitment to Motorsport in New Zealand, CRC has signed 
a three year sponsorship contract for the Grand Prix and Summer Series. 

The sponsorship will enable the redevelopment of circuit racing in New Zealand, and 
will assist in rebuilding the Grand Prix to its former days of glory, when international 
stars such as Stirling Moss, Jack Brabham, Jim Clark and Bruce McLaren competed for 
the New Zealand Grand Prix title. 

We believe the New Zealand Grand Prix should be a premier event and the platform 
where New Zealand’s internationally competitive drivers can compete with the world’s 
best on home ground, in front of the New Zealand Motor Racing Supporters. 

CRC has had an association with New Zealand Motorsport since the company was 
established in New Zealand 25 years ago. We have assisted many local motor racing 
stars reach to the top of their fields. We believe that companies should support local 
sporting events and competitors - it is essential to their success in today’s internation- 
al arena. 

We look forward to a successful and action-packed programme over the coming season. 


/lurriyg Waltran 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 


NEW ZEALAND: TERETONGA, INVERCARGILL 27/28 NOVEMBER RUAPUNA, CHRISTCHURCH 4/5 DECEMBER 
AUSTRALIA: MALLALA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 22/23 JANUARY 
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Australian and two Kiwis - make the 
new Tasman Cup series an impor- 
tant and fascinating championship. 


Aussie Craig Lowndes is only 25 but he 
has already won his country’s top title, the 
V8 Supercar championship, three times - in 
fact, he’s won it every time he has competed. 


Kiwi Scott Dixon is a mere 19 but already 
has a string of New Zealand and Australian 
titles behind him, and is now competing with 
success in the United States. 

Simon Wills, 22, has not yet established 
the reputation the other two enjoy - but he is 
well on his way. This time last year the quiet- 
ly spoken Aucklander won the New Zealand 
Grand Prix and the Tasman Express series 
(covering the Teretonga and Ruapuna meet- 
ings), and he won them fair and square from 
Dixon and Greg Murphy. This year he domi- 
nated the Australian Formula Holden cham- 
pionship, winning 11 of the 13 races. 

Lowndes first made his name driving the 
Formula Holden single-seaters and later joined the 
V8 Supercar championship in the factory Holden 
Racing Team. In his first full season with the team, 
1996, “The Kid” won the championship and also 
tasted victory at the Bathurst endurance race with 
his good friend Murphy as codriver. 


T= hot international drivers - one 
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Backed by a long-term contract with British- 
based Tom Walkinshaw Racing - owners of the 
Arrows Formula One team, among other operations 
- Lowndes then spent a year in Europe racing in 
Formula 3000, the category immediately below F1. 
The season went badly but he bounced back to win 
the V8 title again in 1998, and then for a third time 
this year in spite of missing one round through 
injuries suffered in a terrifying race crash. 

He also finished second at Bathurst this year, 
behind Kiwis Murphy and Steven Richards. As well 
as being successful Lowndes is a popular driver, 
with a reputation as a clean racer and a nice guy. 

So with all this success in the top level of 
Australian motorsport, why would Lowndes want to 
go back to the Formula Holdens? Because, like 
many racers (including Greg Murphy), he regards 
single-seaters as “real racing cars” and gets more 
enjoyment and satisfaction from racing them rather 
than converted road cars like the V8s. 

He is hoping to arrange a season in the US next 
year, in some form of Indy car racing, and the 
Tasman series will give more experience in single- 
seaters - and, assuming he does well, enhance his 
appeal to American teams. 

The presence of Dixon is an important factor in 
Lowndes’s plans here. The young Kiwi’s success in 
winning the 1998 Australian Formula Holden cham- 
pionship, and his speed in test sessions, won him a 
place in the Indy Lights team owned by former Ferrari 
F1 driver Stefan Johansson. 
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by Bernard Carpinter 


After three rounds Dixon led the Lights champi- 
onship, the junior category to the premier CART 
Indy car series. He had some bad luck in the middle 
of the season but came back to win a race and finish 
fifth in his rookie season. Such success at a young 
age led to test sessions with the PacWest CART 
team and the F3000 teams of McLaren and Prost. 

Clearly the calm young Kiwi is on his way to the 
top ranks of motor racing - so if Lowndes can beat 
him, it will make the Aussie an attractive proposition 
in the US. 

Scott Dixon started as a young kart champion 
and got special permission to go car racing when 
only 13 - and promptly won the Formula Vee cham- 
pionship. He progressed steadily, with great support 
from his family, to win the Class 2 Formula Ford 
championship and the full Formula Ford title, before 
going to Australia and taking the Formula Holden 
championship, in a season when the competition was 
very strong. 

Dixon is a remarkably even-tempered person. 
He speaks in a quiet, measured way, and always 
seems the same whether the day has brought tri- 
umph or disaster. To him, racing is just a normal 
activity - and he’s been doing it most of his life, so it 
comes naturally. 

He’s consistent, he makes few mistakes, and he 
keeps learning and getting faster. This could be the 
last time he races in New Zealand for a while, if his 
career trajectory continues to rise at its current rate. 
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Simon Wills is the son of former TraNZam cham- 
pion Kieran Wills, and followed his father into the 
sport. He spent a few years in Britain racing Formula 
Ford and Formula Three, winning the Class 2 F3 
championship, but then decided it was more practi- 
cal to make his career in Australia. 

His aim is the opposite of Lowndes'’s - he wants 
to turn his single-seater successes into a place in a 
leading V8 Supercar team, although he also has 
some thoughts of trying the Indy Lights series. 
Beating Lowndes would obviously impress the 
Aussie V8 teams, and beating Dixon again could 
help him get into Indy Lights. 

“It's probably the most important series for me to 
date,” Wills says. “I’m now at the crossroads of my 
career. I'd love to go the States, but it takes so much 
money. Realistically the V8s are the option for me - 
and it's a great series.” 

So who's the favourite for the Tasman Cup? 

Wills has the most recent experience in the 
Formula Holdens, but Lowndes has been doing 
plenty of testing, and Dixon's Indy Lights car is not 
too different from a Formula Holden racer - although 
he has spent much of the year on oval tracks or 
temporary street circuits instead of “proper” road 
courses like those used in the Tasman series. 

“!'m in with a chance,’ Wills says. “It ll be whoev- 
er gets the right setting at the right time. There's 
plenty of good drivers in the series. 

“| haven't driven a Formula Holden since Oran 
Park at the start of September, and | know Craig's 
been testing. He’s a good driver and he's raced in 
Formula 3000, which is tougher than any series I’ve 
ever driven in. I’m sure he’s not going to be lacking.” 

Lowndes has permission from HRT to race and 
indeed has sponsorship from long-time Holden 
backer Mobil. He will drive Graham Watson's 
Reynard 92D, the car raced this year by expatriate 
Kiwi Chris Staff to the Rookie of the Year award in 
the Australian series. 





Left: Simon Wills - newly crowned Australian Drivers Champion and defending NZGP winner. 





Above: Craig Lowndes won his 3rd V8 Supercar title for HRT at the final round at Bathurst. 


Interestingly, Lowndes chose the 92D in prefer- 
ence to Watson's 94D - the model that Wills will be 
driving for the Birrana team. Dixon will also have a 
92D, the same car he raced last summer. 

Lowndes is confident his car is fast enough to 
run with Dixon and Wills. “There’s no reason why | 
can’t mix it right up with them,” he says. “Chris drove 
the car well all year and | know Graham will give me 
the equipment to do the job. I’m looking forward to 
it. | don’t know either of the circuits at all, but I'll be 
all right. | can’t wait to get right amongst those Kiwis.” 

Car owner Watson is equally enthusiastic. “Craig's 
got the goods,” he says. “Two laps into the test at 
Oran Park you could tell he had lost none of his 
speed and car control. | ran him in an old nail in New 


Scott Dixon put in an impressive performance in his Rookie season in Indy Lights in the U.S.A. 


Zealand a few years ago and he did great things 
with a 90D, so I’m really looking forward to the 
Tasman Cup. He'll be there.” 

Wills’s Birrana team has long been the dominant 
force in Australia. Team principal Malcolm Ramsay, 
who is also the Formula Holden president, is delight- 
ed about Lowndes’ return to the category - even 
though it will make things tougher for his own team. 

“This is the best news we've had in a long time.” 
Ramsay says. “We now have the biggest name in 
Australian motorsport, competing against the biggest 
names in New Zealand motorsport. It's fantastic and 
just what this great series needs. The war is about 
to begin.’ 


Zz 
fe} 
12) 
rc 
wi 
a 
Zz 
< 
> 
=< 
fe 
— 
> 
x 
Ly 
ae 
Oo 





NZGP PROGRAMME ‘99 5 















SIMON WILLS 
Country: NZ Age: 23 


DEAN COCKERTON 
Country: NZ Age: 37 
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Car: REYNARD 94D 
1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: ist 


Best Finish (Position/Track) 
41 race wins, 2nd, 12th 


First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: Wellington Street 

Race 1993 

Career Highlight: 

Winning NZGP last year 

& the Tasman Express series 


Described by some as the ‘Alain 
Prost’ of Formula Holden, Simon 
Wills is smooth as silk behind the 
wheel of his Birrana Reynard. Winner 
of the 1999 Holden Australian Drivers 
Championship and the 1998 Tasman 
Express NZGP, Simon will be one of 
the primary New Zealand aggressors 
in the Tasman Cup. A consummate 
professional in the cockpit, Wills 
never rests until he has the lap 
record and race win in the bag. 

The Flying Kiwi is a class act all the 
way, and looking to seal his second 
consecutive NZGP title. 


Car: REYNARD 90D 

1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 
First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: 1989 

Career Highlight: 

3rd Wellington Street Race 1990 
Competed in the NZ Grand Prix series 
for two years - 4990 and ‘91 - ina Ralt 
RT4. Best finish was 4th in NZGP and 
2nd Bruce McLaren Memorial Trophy. 
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Country: Australia 






PAUL DUMBRELL 
Country: Australia Age: 








BRENTON RAMSAY 
Age: 27 


HOLDEN 


Car: REYNARD 94D 
1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: 6th 

Best Finish (Position/Track) 
Ath - Sandown/Queensland 


First Race Car: 
Commodore Cup car 
First Race: 1998 

Career Highlight: 

6th Drivers Championship 


A young Aussie racer with age on 

his side. Dumbrell has developed well 
during the domestic series and has 
consistently placed in the top 5. 

As Dumbrell gains more race experience 
he is likely to progress further up the 
field, and will be one driver to keep an 
eye on during the Tasman Cup. 


Car: REYNARD 94D 

41999 Holden Drivers 

Championship: 7th 

Best Finish (Position/Track) 
2nd - Sandown/Queensland 


First Race Car: Formula Vee 
First Race: 1995 

Career Highlight: 

First pole position at Queensland 


After a somewhat frustrating season 
in Australia during 4999, Ramsay 
returns to the Tasman Cup eager to 
impress. Ramsay has shown that in 
the right circumstances he can mix it 
up with the best of them. One of only 
three drivers to steal pole position 
away from Simon Wills during the 
domestic season, Ramsay has the 
team and the talent to possibly cause 
a surprise upset. As teammate to 
Biranna’s number one hot shoe Wills, 
Brenton is sure to work together with 
Simon to ensure that both Biranna 
cars are at the business end of the 
field during the Tasman Cup. 








KEVIN BELL 
Country: NZ Age: 34 
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CRAIG LOWNDES 
Country: Australia Age: 25 
« 





Car: REYNARD 91D 

4999 Holden Drivers 

Championship: 14th 

Best Finish (Position/Track) 
5th - Eastern Creek 


First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: 1991 

Career Highlight: 

40th AMP Bathurst 1000 - 

4st Schedule S 


Famous for his amazing starts and 
high speed surges through the field, 
Kevin Bell is an exciting driver to 
watch. Perhaps most widely known 
amongst fellow competitors for his 
horrific encounter with the concrete : 
at Adelaide street race last year, Bell / 
returns to the Tasman Cup after sitting : 
out the last few domestic rounds in 
Australia. With Rod Hicks finished 3rd 
and 1st 2-Litre at recent LK500. 
Country: NZ 


Car: REYNARD 92D 


41999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 
First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: 1993 

Career Highlight: 

Winning 3 V8 Supercar 
Championships at 3 attempts. 


Most well known in Australia for 

his Mobil HRT V8 Supercar exploits, 
Lowndes has three Shell Australian 
Touring Car Championships to his 
credit. Spearheading the Aussie 
Assault on the Tasman Cup, Lowndes 
will be looking to take the challenge 
right up to the Kiwis. Craig has only 
had limited time in a current spec 
Formula Holden to date, but he is sure 
to adapt quickly and demonstrate his 
fantastic driving talent. Has won both 
the Formula Ford Championship and 


Formula Holden titles. Looking to Country: Australia Age: 


| indy Lights in the USA for 2000. 


Car: RALT RT-23 

4999 Holden Drivers 

| Championship: 26th 

| Best Finish (Position/Track) 
4 gth - Queensland 


First Race Car: Vanguard 
Special (Autocross) 

First Race: 1978 

Career Highlight: 
Coming 3rd Formula 2 
Sportsman 1966 & 67 


Mark Ellis makes his first appearance 
in the Tasman Cup after a solid rookie 
season in Australia. Driving his striking 
yellow and black Ralt RT-23, Ellis 
finished 5th overall in the Silver Star 
category during 4999 in Australia. 





MARK ELLIS 
Age: 36 





Country: Australia 


JIM TURNBULL 
Country: NZ Age: 50+ 











MATTHEW HALLIDAY 
Age: 20 





LES CRAMPTON 


43 








Car: REYNARD 94D 

4999 Holden Drivers 

Championship: 3rd 

Best Finish (Position/Track) 
2nd - Adelaide/Sandown 


First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: 1998 

Career Highlight: 

3rd Australian Drivers 
Championship in rookie 
season. 


Halliday is yet another talented 

young Kiwi. After an impressive 
debut in the domestic series Halliday 
notched up 3rd overall in the series 
and 2nd Rookie of the Year. Halliday 
matured well during the season this 
year, and has shown that he can dish 
it up in wheel to wheel Formula 
Holden battles. Another young driver 
that could exert real pressure on the 
proven players during the Tasman Cup. 


Car: REYNARD 91D 

41999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: gth 

Best Finish (Position/Track) 7th 
- Sandown/Winton/Oran Park 


First Race Car: 

Mini Sports Sedan 

First Race: 1980 

Career Highlight: 

Winning Silver Star award ‘99. 
Starting 34 Formula Holden 
races and finishing every one 
of them! 


Fresh from his Silver Star victory 
during the 1999 Holden Australian 
Drivers’ Championship, Crampton 
returns to the Tasman Cup with his 
Reynard 91D. With one of the best 
reliability records during the year, 
Crampton always seems to be there 
when it counts at the end of the race. 


Car: REYNARD 91D 

4999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 


First Race Car: Lotus 7 

First Race: Sports Cars, 
Teretonga in 1970's 

Career Highlight: 

5th in NZ Formula Libre GP 
Jim has been interested in motorsport 
since 1970 and raced in South Island 
meetings in a Lotus 7 and Falcon GT. 
Between 1995-98 competed in many 
events in North Island in a Formula 
Atlantic Ralt RT4. First season in 
Formula Holden competing in Formula 
Libre events in the North Island. 
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Car: REYNARD 95D 

1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 
First Race Car: Formula Ford 


First Race: 1997 
Career Highlight: 
4th last year’s NZGP 


Liefting returns for his second run in 
New Zealand, after switching to the 
NRC International Team for the Tasman 
Cup Series. Liefting was in the top 
six in his last appearance at Winton 
during 1999, and having already 
competed at both New Zealand cir- 
cuits last year, will be another young 
Kiwi looking for victory. 


Formule 


JASON LIEFTING 
Country: NZ Age: 21 


HOLDEN 





Car: REYNARD 95D 

1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 


First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: 1997, Manfeild, NZ 
Career Highlight: 

Rookie of the Year 1998 


One of the top Formula Ford competitors 
from 1999, Murchison finished 5th 
overall in the 1999 Formula Ford 
Championship. Murchison definitely 
has speed, and should be right at home 
amongst the Tasman Cup runners. 
Murchison has already tested the high 
powered Formula Holdens at Mallala in 
the lead up to the Tasman Cup and will 
be using this experience to launch a 
full scale assault on the 2000 Holden 
Australian Drivers Championship. 


Car: REYNARD 90D 
1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: 22nd 
Best Finish (Position/Track) 
7th - Queensland 


First Race Car: Bowin Formula 2 
First Race: 1979 

Career Highlight: 

8th NZGP 1998 


lan Peters has only recently started to 
adjust to Formula Holden power after 
making the move from historic racing to 
Formula Holden late into the 1998 sea- 
son. Peters has a wealth of historic rac- 
ing and general open wheeler experi- 
ence and is enthusiastic about the 
Tasman Cup series. In the past he has 
raced a Lotus 7 in Hillclimb and Sprint 
events, progressing to Formula 2 where 
he raced for 7 years taking an impres- 
sive 40 wins from 61 starts. Peters has 
IAN PETERS also competed in South Australian 


Country: Australia Age: 39 Formula Ford and Formula Atlantic. A 
solid 4th in the ‘99 Silver Star award. 


CHRISTIAN URCHISON 
Country: Australia Age: 19 





Car: LOLA T91 50 
1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: 17th 
Best Finish (Position/Track) 

8th - Adelaide/Oran Park 
First Race Car: Porsche Carrera 
First Race: 1989 





Car: REYNARD 92D 


ROGER OAKESHOTT 
Country: Australia Age: 44 








8 NZGP PROGRAMME ‘99 








Career Highlight: 

Winning sandown in Niki Lauda’s 
World Championsip winning F2 
car against Formula 5000s. 


The 44-year-old is one of the older 
drivers in the Formula Holden field, 

but don’t let that fool you. Oakeshott 

is super fit and determined to build 
upon his 1999 season experience with 
his car now being fully race prepared 
by NRC International. Oakeshott was 
runner up in the Silver Star award 
during the ‘99 Australian Championship. 
Being an Orthopedic Transplant 
Surgeon by day, Oakeshott drops the 
mask and gloves for a 350 horsepower 
open wheeler during the Tasman Cup. 
This driver has an excellent historic 
racing record. 





Country: NZ Age: 


SCOTT DIXON 


19 





1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 
Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 


First Race Car: Formula Vee 
First Race: 1993 

Career Highlight: 

Winning Chicago round PPG 
Dayton Indy Lights series 


The 1998 Formula Holden Champion, 
Dixon returns to the Tasman Cup after 
a successful Indy Lights drive during 
4999 with Johansson Motorsport. 
Dixon scored an Indy Lights victory 
in Chicago and was runnerup in the 
PPG-Dayton Lights Rookie of the Year 
by just one point. This Kiwi youngster 
is a star of the future, and will be out 
to avenge his second placing in last 
year’s NZGP. 


STAN REDMOND 
51 


Country: NZ Age: 


DARREN PALME 
Country: Australia 


R 





ANDREW BOOTH 





Country: NZ Age: 24 


Age: 23 













Car: REYNARD 92D? 

1999 Holden Drivers 

Championship: 15th 

Best Finish (Position! Track) 
6th - Queensland/Winton 


First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: 1996 Phillip Island 
Career Highlight: 

3 Top 6 places in starts starts 

4999 Formula Holden series. 


Peter Hill demonstrated at the recent 
Queensland round that given the right 
equipment he is a driver to be reckoned 
with. Hill posted two 6th positions in 
that round and was engaged in a 
number of wheel to wheel battles. 
With the experience of Greg Murphy 
Racing behind him, Hill will be look- 
ing for strong performances during 
the Tasman Cup. A Director of Hardcore 
Sports, Hill has been a motorsport 
fanatic for years. 


Car: REYNARD 94D 

4999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 


First Race Car: 

Lola Formula 5000 T332 
First Race: 1997 
Career Highlight: 

Yet to come! 


Purchased Lola in 4996, first time out 
had a hell of a fright! Decided some 
guidance was needed - tuition from 
John Crawford. Competed in south 
Island Formula Ford championship for 
past two seasons. Drives the Lola in 
Classic meetings. Went to Adelaide 
last year and purchased this car, used 
previously by Darren Edwards to take 
3rd place in 4996 Australian Drivers 
Championship. 





PETER HILL 
Country: Australia Age: 35 


Car: REYNARD 92D 

1999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 


First Race Car: 

2-Litre Ford Mondeo 

First Race: 1995 Phillip Island 
Career Highlight: 

2nd Bathurst 3-Hour & winning 

races in Formula Mazda Series. 


This year Darren has raced a Ferrari 
F355 in the Australian GTP class 
before competing in the Formula 
Mazda single-seater series in U.S.A. 
for second season. Finished 2nd at 
Bathurst in the 3-Hour race ina 
Ferrari F355 with Neil Crompton in 
4998. In 1996-97 raced a Subaru 
WRX in the GTP series. 


Car: REYNARD 94D 

4999 Holden Drivers 
Championship: n/a 

Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 


First Race Car: Formula Ford 
First Race: 4977, Timaru, NZ 


Following competition in 
European karting, Yudai came 
to New Zealand to compete in 
the 1996-97 Street Skills sum- 
mer series in a Formula Ford. 
Since then has competed in 
the British Formula Three 
championship with the Alan 
Docking Racing team. 


YUDAI IGARASHI 
Country: Japan Age: 21 





Car: REYNARD 96D 
1999 Holden Drivers 


Championship: n/a 
Best Finish (Position/Track) n/a 


First Race Car: Formula Ford 


First Race: 4994, Manfeild, NZ 
Career Highlight: 
4998 Formula Audi 
Class B Champion 


Participated in occasional Formula 
Ford races in 4994-95 in the North 
Island. Moved to U.K. in 1996 and 
raced in Slick 50 Zetec Formula Ford 
championship. Finished 2nd equal in 
1st Division (for older cars) Festival 
final. 1997 works driver for Swift Race 
Cars. Top 10 in all races. 1998-99 
Formula Palmer Audi - best results: 

1 pole, 1 2nd, 1 3rd. 

1998 B Class champion. 
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by Scott Thomson 


reached it’s peak with the Tasman 

series. Eight events in New Zealand 
and Australia, and the Grand Prix at Pukekohe 
kicking them off, establishing the form. 


At first the dominant engine was the well used 
Coventry CLimax 3.5, left over from the 1960 
Formula One season. Then the series moved into 
top gear with Formula One teams building special 
cars, just to win the Tasman series, contracting 
World Champions to drive them. 


S= seater racing in New Zealand 


aa 


Vo on £E 
eG. 


oC 


Bruce McLaren dominated the first series in 
1964, starting the right way as the first Kiwi to win 
the NZGP, with Denny Hulme second. Nominally, 
Bruce used a ‘Cooper’ but the car was half-way to 
being the first single seater McLaren, forerunner of 
the highly successful Formula One team of today. 

For Bruce it was a bitter victory, teammate 
Timmy Meyer being killed in Australia. 

Graham Hill took the next GP, but arch rival Jim 
Clark won the series. 

The motor industry really took a hand in 1966. 
The Owen Organisation which controlled B.R.M. 
wanted to do the Tasman series as a way of 
attracting business partners for their proposed 


Top: Ken Smith in his Lola 1332 - the last F5000 car to win the NZGP. Above: Dave McMillen 
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component plant that was to back up New Zealand 
assembly of BMC (British Leyland) cars. Shell 
offered the team triple bonuses if the cars used 
pump fuel, so against technical advise two B.R.M. 
F1 engines were stretched out to 2-litres. They 
won all but one of the series, Jackie Stewart tak- 
ing the title, Graham Hill his second NZGP. 

The next three years were brilliant. Lotus came 
back with a Tasman stretched V8 Climax that 
enabled Clark to win the series, although he lost a 
tense battle with Stewart for the Grand Prix. 

It was now a question of reducing engines from 
the new 3-litre Formula One to the 2.5 Tasman 
limit. B.R.M. were back in 1968 with both the older 
V8 and new Vi2s while Lotus produced and 
reduced a Ford Cosworth DFV for Clark. To make it 
more exciting Amon was in the hunt with a special 
2.4 Dino Ferrari, while Brabham and Alfa Romeo 
co-operated in a car for Frank Gardner. 

It was during this series that the famous Lotus 
green and yellow was replaced by a gaudy red, 
white and gold of their tobacco sponsors. A new 
era of much greater financial rewards for Formula 
One teams was dawning but New Zealand could 
not compete financially. Clark won the Tasman 
series in 1968, his last major success, but the 
NZGP fell to Amon who repeated his GP win in ‘69, 
wrapping up the last Tasman series for reigning F1 
level drivers. 

The Formula 5000 saw the Australian drivers, 
Matich, Allen, Gardner, McCormack and Warwick 
Brown. Jim Murdoch came closest to winning the 
race for the home side in 1975, with George Begg’s 
ultimate car, the 018 Begg Chev. In the series, 
however, Kiwis were very strong, Graeme 
Lawrence taking the 1970 Tasman title with a 
Ferrari Dino against the big bangers. Graham 
McRae then pulled a series hat trick, like McLaren 
developing his own design. 

In 1976, the last F5000 year, the series was 
limited to the four New Zealand races, Kenny Smith 
winning the NZGP and the series, the first outright 
wins at this level of his outstanding long career. 














by Scott Thomson 


fter seven years of production 
Ae: V8 engines running as 
F5000, new and less expensive 
regulations were drafted using 2-litre 


semi-racing engines and later 1.6 produc- 
tion units. 


The cars were similar to the international 
‘Atlantic’ formula, but called Formula Pacific in 
New Zealand, partly to avoid confusion with the 
fuel marketed under the Atlantic brand, and partly 
to give local flavour. The racing was generally close 
in spite of a sameness about the cars. 

First star of the new look NZGP was Keke 
Rosberg, a two-time winner destined to go right on 
up to be Finland's first Formula One World Champion. 

Teo Fabi who won the 1979 GP went on to a 
career in both F1 and Indycars, although his great- 
est success, like Davy Jones (winner in ‘84 and ‘87) 
was probably to win Le Mans. Another visiting win- 
ner was Brazilian Roberto Moreno. His long career 
unfortunately ran parallel with his still more talent- 
ed countrymen, Nelson Piquet and Aryton Senna. 

In 1980 Steve Millen scored the first Kiwi win 
for several years, defeating Andrea de Cesaris, 
then considered Formula One hot prospect. Millen, 
Smith, Dave McMillan and David Oxton kept the 
New Zealand drivers well to the fore in an era 
which saw the well sorted Ralt cars win nine times 
in a row. 

Ideally the New Zealand Grand Prix should be 
not only this country’s premier single seater race, 
but also an event which stands well international- 
ly and is important on a driver’s CV. Ralt’s ninth life 
was given by such a driver, Paul Radisich. His 
attempt to break into Formula Three had foundered 
on lack of financial backing, but after success in 
American Formula Super Vee, Paul won the NZGP, 
going on to top level touring car success in 
Australia and Britain. 

With American Dean Hall’s win in 1989, Swift 
became the favoured chassis. Kenny Smith took 
advantage to drive one to victory the following 
year, a fitting reward 14 years on for the veteran 
Formula 5000 winner, a man who has never turned 
his back on single seater racing and continues to 
race and encourage younger drivers. 

Craig Baird then entered the scene winning 
three consecutive GP titles - the last at Pukekohe 
and the first two to be staged at Manfeild. Then 
came the move to the Formula Holden cars - orig- 
inally called Formula Brabham - in 1994. 


Formul 









Top: Steve Millen (right) and GP winner Roberto Moreno on the gird at Pukekohe 1982. Centre: Kiwi champion 
Paul Radisich. Above: Triple Grand Prix winner Craig Baird was the last winner in the Formula Pacific era. 
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It was all over for Australia’s challenge to 
Britain’s best on the second day of practice. Stan 
Jones put a rod through the side of his war surplus 
German Maybach engine. Spares from Australia 
were loaded on the wrong plane. In Auckland the 
crew found a GM con rod, a machine shop made 
up a new liner and the crankcase was patched. 

At 10.40am race day the motor fired... As the 
fabulous 16-cylinder BRM spun, thousands gaped 
- including many lap scorers. The crippled 
Mayback took over the lead but Gould (Cooper 
Bristol) claims unsuccessfully for many months 
that he had won. 


End to end win for (Prince) “B Bira” - the first 
Asian driver to win. Start of the 250F Maserati era. 


Stirling Moss fever hits Ardmore! More end to 
end and Maserati. Ron Roycroft is first Kiwi (6th) in 
a 30-year-old Bugatti. 


Tragedy. Pole winner Ken Wharton dies in a 
preliminary race. Roycroft leads with V12 Ferrari 
but collapses with heat stroke. Reg Parnell wins 
for Ferrari. 


Jack Brabham begins the Coventry Climax 
engine domination by winning with his Cooper. 
Ross Jensen comes closest Kiwi yet in second 
place. Roycroft and Pat Hoare are right behind as 
the visitors fail. 


Moss is back. After failing in his earlier heat, 
Stirling makes no mistakes winning the GP with a 
half-shaft borrowed from Jack Brabham. 


Jack Brabham - Bruce McLaren are 1-2. Moss 
retires. Mansell is first Kiwi and first Maserati. 


Virtually a full Grand Prix field. Brabham and 
McLaren to do it again. Moss fails again when 
leading. Denny Hulme 5th. 
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Last Ardmore GP shortened by heavy rain. 
Moss the rain master on top with first win for Lotus 
- but still a Climax engine! Pat Hoare wins first 
Kiwi award: last NZGP success for front-engined 
car (Ferrari). 


The Pukekohe days begin. Overseas stars and 
cars wilt in the heat. John Surtees wins but the 
Kiwis are next - Angus Hyslop, Jim Palmer, John 
Histed and very few others. 


At last! A New Zealander wins - even if he lives 
and works in Britain. Bruce McLaren beats Denny 
Hulme. 


4 
ot 
<= 
x 
2) 
2 
= 
> 
e 
c 
uy 
= 





Graham Hill wins with a Brabham car and the 
last of eight successive victories by the Climax 4- 
cylinder engine. Frank Gardner (Australia) and Jim 
Palmer (NZ) follow in Brabhams too. 


A new sound. Graham Hill does the team thing 
with Jackie Stewart in the V8 2-litre Tasman BRMs. 
Hill’s second consecutive win. These are Formula 
One cars adapted for our racing. 


Scotland strikes! The first NZGP run on the 
short Pukekohe circuit, and the winning speed 
goes over 100mph for the first time. There’s a 
coming together of the clans a few laps from the 
end. Winner Stewart and Jim Clark stop on the 
slowing down lap and go off together into the 
back blocks! 





Top left: Chris Amon throws his Ferrari into the hairpin at Pukekohe 1969. Bottom left: Although he never 





won a NZGP, Graham McRae was a crowd favourite during the Tasman years. Above: McRae heads in the loop 
at Wigram 1972. Below: Keke Rosberg won the NZGP in 1978 (Chevron B39). His engineer was Dick Bennetts. 


1968 

Chris Amon warms our hearts with a clear win 
in the works Ferrari Dino V6 - a much awaited car. 
Jim Palmer is first resident Kiwi for the fifth time. 

Both Clark and McLaren retire from their last 
NZGP. Last GP for the famous green and yellow 
Lotus colours. At Wigram they will be red, gold and 
yellow of ‘Gold Leaf Team Lotus’ and a whole new 
era of sponsorship begins. 


19 

Amon again and a really fine win over Jochen 
Rhindt’s Lotus. Graeme Lawrence comes into the 
picture with a 1.6-litre McLaren M4A as first res- 
ident driver. Last of the Tasman Formula GPs. End 
of Formula One class cars. 


1970 


Transition from racing 2.5-litre engines to stock 
block 5-litres. It’s Formula 5000. Frank Matich 
begins a series of Australian wins in the big 
bangers, and he’s only around 45 seconds slower 
for the race distance than last year’s winner. 
Lawrence runs Amon’s old Ferrari into third. First 
NZGP for Begg team. 


1971 


Neil Allen does it again for Chev, for Oz and 
chassis supplier McLaren. Matich and McRae use 
McLarens too. 


1972 


Frank Gardner wins in a Lola T300 from Mike 
(the Bike) Hailwood and no Kiwis in the top six for 
the first time ever. 


1973 


The circuit is modified with chicanes on the 
back straight and hill stand bend to slow the cars. 

Australia does it all with John McCormack in 
the Repco-engined Elfin. But Graham McRae builds 
the second car and Graham himself is fourth. 


1974 

John McCormack repeats the dose - at 
Wigram! The change of venue honours 
Christchurch which is host of the Commonwealth 
Games. It’s the first NZGP away from Auckland. 


1975 

Warwick Brown (Lola) keeps up the Australian 
tradition, but Jim Murdoch is a sensational second 
in the latest Southland-built Begg 018. 

British long distance star, Brian Redman drives 
a little Chevron BMW but rockets into first place on 
lap one. Redman deliberately misses out the chi- 
cane corner! His smart move doesn’t help much in 
the long run. Organisers encouraged to introduce 
much stiffer penalties for such antics. 


1976 


The last of the F5000 races and Ken Smith 
(Lola) is the first Kiwi winner since Amon seven 
years earlier. Graeme Lawrence sets a record lap 
with similar car. 





1977 


Controversial but more economical Formula 
Pacifics take over. Jibes about ‘Formula Pathetic’. 
The new format gives a chance for rising stars to 
be attracted ‘down under’ to gain experience. First 
is Finland’s Keke Rosberg. he wins! He’s destined 
to be World Champion but his winning time is over 
three minutes down on Kenny Smith’s F5000. 


407 
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Keke Rosberg does it again. In the first of the 
new two race format, the Finn holds out future 
Indycar Champion, Bobby Rahal. In the second race 
it’s Larry Perkins (Australia) second and overall it’s 
Rosberg, Perkins and David Oxton first Kiwi (3rd). 


1979 

Another rising star, Teo Fabi, Italy, dominates 
both halves. The little Italian will go on to Formula 
One, Indycars and the World Sports Car title. 


1980 


Sensational win by Steve Millen after being 
only sixth at half-time. Andrea de Cesaris is second 
overall. South Africa’s Desire Wilson has car trou- 
ble, but she’s the first woman driver to attempt a 
full NZGP. 


1981 

Another Kiwi win. Dave McMillan puts Ralt in 
front for the first time. It’s all under control by half- 
time, in spite of Steve Millen and David Oxton. 


1982 


Hot shot Brazilian Roberto Moreno may have 
picked up a few tips from his old Karting pal, 
Aryton Senna. Anyway Moreno gets a break on 
Steve Millen in part one and shadows him in part 
two. Fastest race since Fabi won in 1979. 


1983 

The NZGP is 30! Sixteenth time lucky for Dave 
Oxton and only 2.3 seconds between his two race 
times. Experience counts at last! Ralt’s third win. 
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Previous Winners 
NZ GRAND PRIX 


1954 Ardmore Stan,Jones 
1955 Ardmore Prince Bira 
1956 Ardmore Stirling Moss 
1957. Ardmore Reg Parnell 
1958 Ardmore Jack Brabham 
1959 Ardmore Stirling Moss 
1960 Ardmore Jack Brabham 
1961 Ardmore Jack Brabham 
1962 Ardmore Stirling Moss 
1963 Pukekohe John Surtees 
1964 Pukekohe Bruce McLaren 
1965 Pukekohe 
1966 Pukekohe 
1967 Pukekohe 
1968 Pukekohe 
1969 Pukekohe 
FORMULA 5000 
1970 Pukekohe 
1971 Pukekohe 
1972 Pukekohe 
1973 Pukekohe 
1974 Wigram 

1975 Pukekohe 
1976 Pukekohe 
FORMULA ATLANTIC 
1977 Pukekohe 
1978 Pukekohe 
1979 Pukekohe 
1980 Pukekohe 
1981 Pukekohe 
1982 Pukekohe 
1983 Pukekohe 
1984 Pukekohe 
1985 Pukekohe 
1986 Pukekohe 
1987 Pukekohe 
1988 Pukekohe 
1989 Pukekohe 
1990 Pukekohe 
1991 Pukekohe 
1992 Manfeild 
1993 Manfeild 
FORMULA HOLDEN 
1994 Mianfeild 
1995 Manfeild 
1998 Ruapuna 


| 


Frank Matich 

Neil Allen 

Frank Gardner 
John McCormack 
John McCormack 
Warwick Brown 
Ken Smith 


Keke Rosberg 
Keke Rosberg 
Teo Fabi 

Steve Millen 
Dave McMillan 
Roberto Moreno 
David Oxton 
Davy Jones 
Ross Cheever 
Ross Cheever 
Davy Jones 
Paul Radisich 
Dean Hall 

Ken Smith 
Craig Baird 
Craig Baird 
Craig Baird 


Greg Murphy 
Brady Kennett 
Simon Wills 


Graham Hill - /| 
Graham Hill) ~ | 
\ Jackie Stewart 
Chris Amon 
Chris Amon 


Maybach Special 
Maserati 250F 
Maserati 250F 
Ferrari 3.5 

Cooper Climax 2.0 
Cooper Climax 2.0 
Cooper 2.5 
Cooper 2.5 
Cooper 2.5 

Lola 2.7 


‘/ Cooper 2.7 


Brabham 2.5 
BRM 2.0 
BRM 2.2 
Ferrari V6 2.4 
Ferrari V6 2.4 


McLaren M10A 
McLaren M10B 
Lola T300 


* Elfin MR5 


Elfin MR5 
Lola T332 
Lola T332 


Chevron B34 
Chevron B39 
March 782B 
Ralt RT1 
Ralt RT1 
Ralt RT4 
Ralt RT4 


_ Ralt RT4 


Ralt RT4 
Ralt RT4 


‘Ratt era 


Swift DB4 
Swift DB4 
Swift DB4 
Reynard 92H 
Reynard 92H 


Reynard 90D 
Reynard 91D 
Reynard 94D 


1998 TASMAN EXPRESS FORMULA HOLDEN CHAMPIONSHIP 


Total Points Teretonga 
Simon Wills 67 15. 12 
Scott Dixon 12 20 
Greg Murphy 20 15 
Chris Staff 
Jason Liefting 
Brenton Ramsay 
Wouter van Eeuwijk 
Les Crampton 
Robert Lechner 
Ross Rutherford 
Damien Digby 
Akihiro Asai 
Roger Oakeshott 
lan Peters 
Graham Sims 


Ruapuna : 


SGOOONPFOWODOCW 


SCOOWOND—-COCOAaOH 
OowWwoonhoono 
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BRUCE McLAREN TROPHY 
Simon Wills 67 
Scott Dixon 62 
Greg Murphy 59 
Chris Staff 34 
Jason Liefting 30 


AUSTRALASIAN CUP 

Les Crampton 52 
Brenton Ramsay 50 
Wouter van Eeuwijk 40 
Damien Digby 33 
lan Peters 24 








Where do we start? 


The title “Grand Prix’ has been used from the very 
early days of Motorsport to denote a premier race. 

The title apparently first applied in New Zealand 
to the country’s first road race, the short handicap 
Prosperity Grand Prix raced at Orakei, Auckland in 1933. 
It was won by Arthur Dexter’s Brooklands Riley. 


New Zealand Grand Prix was applied to the long 
distance races run at Ohakea in 1950 and ‘51, John 
McMillan and George Smith being the winners in their 
Ford V8 Specials. 


NEW ZEALAND GRAND PRIX 


PISS AISCUCUM TICLE 
First Asian Winner 

First European Winner 
First New Zealand Winner 


First Resident New Zealander 
First South American Winner 
First North American Winner 


Stan Jones 

“B Bira” 

Stirling Moss 
Bruce McLaren 
ACS TIL 
Roberto Moreno 
Davy Jones 


Jack Brabham; John Surtees; Graham Hill; 

Jackie Stewart; Keke Rosberg 

Formula One Champions who have failed to win the 
NZ Grand Prix: Phil Hill; Denny Hulme 


Triple NZ Grand Prix Winners: 
Stirling Moss;Jack Brabham; Craig Baird 

Jim Palmer (five consecutive 
first New Zealander awards) 














Another rising star. Davy Jones from the USA beats Oxton. That man Kenny 
Smith is still racing - in third spot. 


It’s really 1984. The race was run in December. Ross Cheever continues the 
American driver domination. Smith second. Ralt chassis total wins moves onto six. 


Wet or dry, Cheever is still in command but Ted Prappas doesn’t see it that 
way and battles to the flag. 


Davy Jones is back and out front too. He’s another lion cub bounding on to 
a top career including a Le Mans win with Jaguar. Mike Thackwell - Kiwi come 
home - is second. First resident award goes to Ken Smith. 


Paul Radisich brings home the bacon. First New Zealander to win for five 
years and the ninth successive Ralt win beats the eight straight wins by 
Coventry Climax engines. 


The Yanks are back. Dean Hall does it and uses a Swift Cosworth for a 
change. Young Craig Baird is first Kiwi in a Ralt. 


Who said this was a young man’s sport? Ken Smith wins, and after 16 years. 
Nobody has been more loyal to single seaters than Ken Smith. His first events 
were back in 1959. A frequent embarrassment to drivers in larger cars, he moved 
into the big F5000’s and in the last year cleaned up virtually everything both in 
New Zealand and Australia. Through the long Formula Pacific/ Formula Mondial 
years, Smith has always been there with March, Ralt or Swift. Good one, Ken. 


Craig Baird delights us with another New Zealand win. Toyota provide the 
horses. Mike Berg (Swift DB4) 2nd from Barrie Thomlinson (Reynard 89H) 


Craig Baird does it again, this time at the first Manfeild Grand Prix in a 
Reynard 92H. Paul Radisich and Ken Smith in Swift DB4s are second and third. 
Can Baird possibly create a record with three in a row? 


Craig Baird won again at Manfeild from Steve Cameron and young 
Dutchman Jos Verstappen, who progressed in recent years to driving for both 
the Benetton and Arrows Formula One teams. 


The Formula Holden era begins. Greg Murphy, 21, drove a cool and calcu- 
lated race to beat teammate Paul Stokell (Australia) in an identical Holden 
Reynard 90D by two seconds. Third 52 seconds behind was German racer 
Michael Graf in the ex-Craig Baird, series-winning Formula Atlantic Reynard- 
Toyota 92H. 


Young rookie Brady Kennett won in a dream start to his Formula Brabham 
career. He took the lead after a race restart. The GP was stopped after leader 
Greg Murphy crashed off the end of the main straight, his car flying nose-high 
through an advertising hoarding. 


Simon Wills made best of the tricky conditions to pass pole sitter Scott Dixon 
for victory. Murphy finished third from young rookie Jason Liefting. 
Qualifying: Scott Dixon 1:15.782; Simon Wills 1:16.633; Greg Murphy 1:17.093. 


- racing by design - 


Sizes available: 
7"x15", 7°x16", 7"x17" 
8"x17", 8"x18" 


= O 


FEATURING Ei S¥Stem TECHNOLOGY* 


*R SYSTEM TECHNOLOGY ALLOWS CLOSED AND OPEN STYLING 


Lele) .<-lalal-)laal nt 


Available from leading Wheel and Tyre Stores. 
For your nearest TSW Approved Dealer, 
phone BG Marketing on: 


0800 900764 


Please quote this number when phoning: AT IC 


KUP BG 


ALLOY WHEELS TARICETIN 


MAMINE lwo 


ad reltre Md ololal tel g 
of Scott Dixon 
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Win a weekend car rental! 


|={oXo) an gol) h ame af beh of- Md Va od a 
vo} sam =) > oket—S oiat—Mmn \(-) o}— i Mi of Math alo Mm of — 
in to win! 


www.budget.co.nz 


That's right, if you’re travelling to any of MotorRace New Zealand's events, book your vehicle on 
Budget Rent a Car’s website and be in to win a weekend car rental in a Nissan Primera or similar! 
To book on the Internet, just go to www.budget.co.nz and follow these easy steps: 


1. Click “For New Zealand rates and reservations...” 

2. Click “New Zealand Budget Account Holders and Wholesalers” 
3. Enter your account number which is: 61207 

4. Enter your pin number which is: 418 


5. Follow the remaining steps to make your booking. Budget 


Otherwise phone 
0800 BUDGET (0800 283 438) cilia 
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TASMANEXPRESS 


TASMAN EXPRESS is the leading 
trans Tasman container shipping line 
and is pleased to support the 
1999 New Zealand Grand Prix Series. 











EVENT PROGRAMME 


TERETONGA 
Friday 26 November 
Test Day 
T1 Formula Ford 10.00 
T2 Formula Holden (30 min) 10.25 
T3 Mixed Saloons 11.00 
T4 Porsche 11.25 
Lunch 12.00 
T5 Formula Holden (30 min) 1.00 
T6 Porsche 1.35 
Te Mixed Saloons 2.00 
T8 Formula Ford 2.25 
T9 Porsche 2.50 
T10 Formula Holden (30 min) 3.15 
T11. Mixed Saloons 3.50 
T12 Formula Ford 4.10 
Saturday 27 November 
Qualifying & Racing 
Q1 Holden HQ 9.00 
Q2 ‘Formula Ford 9.30 
Q3 Sports Saloons 10.00 
Q4 OSCA Saloon 10.30 
Q5 Formula Holden 11.00 
Q6 =~ Pre 65 Saloons 11.30 
Q7 ‘Porsche 12.00 
(All sessions 20 minutes) 
Lunch 12.25 
R1 Holden HQ 1.30 
R2 ~~ Pre 65 Saloons (6 /aps) 1.50 
R3 ~~ Formula Ford (70 laps) 2.10 
Q8 Formula Holden (20 min) 2.30 
R4 Sports Saloons (6 laps) 2.55 
R5_~_‘~Porsche (8 laps) 3.15 
Sunday 28 November 
Race Day 
Formula Holden test 9.30 
R6 Holden HQ 9.50 
R7 OSCA Saloon 6 laps) 10.10 
R8 ‘Pre ‘65 (6 laps) 10.30 
RQ _~=— Sports Saloons (6 /aps) 10.50 
R10 Formula Ford (70 /aps) 11.10 
R11 Formula Holden (25 Japs) 11.30 
R12 Porsche (8 /aps) 12.10 
Lunch 12.30 
R12A OSCA Saloon (6 laps) 1.10 
R14 _ Holden HQ 66 Japs) 1.30 
R15 ‘~Pre ‘65 (6 Japs) 1.50 
R16 Sports Saloons (6 /aps) 2.10 
R17 Formula Ford (70 laps) 2.30 
R18 Porsche (20 laps) 2.50 
R19 OSCA (170 laps) 3.20 
R20 Formula Holden (35 Japs) 3.45 
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Greg Murphy 


TRACK RECORDS: 


FORMULA HOLDEN — Greg Murphy Reynard 92D 51.205s 
(Outright lap record) 
OSCA SALOONS K Buckley Ford 1m 04.54s 
FORMULA FORD Ken Smith Van Diemem 91 1m 02.386s 
PRE 65 SALOON Chris Blackwood Ford Mustang 1m 10.58s 
HOLDEN HQ Geoff Laing Holden HQ 1m 17.60s 
Hairpin 












Paddock 
area 


an 
GWD Elbow Pit lane CJ 


onc | 


Domain Road Circuit length = 2.57 km 


Officials of the Meeting 


SOUTHLAND SPORTS CAR CLUB INC MOTOR RACE NEW ZEALAND MEETING 
Teretonga Park, Invercargill 27-28 November 1999 

Brian Davies 

Ray Galt 

Russell Jenkins, Les McGraw 


Event Director 

Clerk of Course 

Assistant Clerks of Course 
Secretary of the Meeting Keith Douglas 

MotorSport NZ Stewards Graeme Robertson (Chair), Wayne Scott, Geoff Lange 
MotorSport NZ Technical Officers Julian Leach, John Keast, Hendrik Jansen 
MotorSport NZ Co-ordinator Wade Paterson 


Chief Scrutineer Neil Madden 
Chief Timekeeper Bevan Gerrard 
Chief Flag Marshall Neil McDonald 
Judge of Fact (Noise Emission) Ray Galt 
Judge of Fact (Eligibility) Julian Leach 


Judge of Fact (Start/Finish) 
Judge of Fact (Time Penalties) 
Documentation/Pit Office 
Organising Committee 


Peter Simpson 

Brian Davies, Ray Galt 

Wendy Jenks 

Mrs W S Jenks (Chair), W Affleck, R J Cunninghame, 
K F Douglas, A M Forde, L D Fraser, R D Galt, 

B C Gerrard, R W Jenkins, Mrs L McDonald, 

N McDonald, L S McGraw, K H 0’Donnell 


Motor Race NZ Manager Kerry Cooper 
Chief Paddock Marshall Allan Batt 
Accident Investigator Tony Forde 


Competition Liasion Allan Watkins, Stuart Maclean 





Supporting 
Races 


by John Hawkins 





To those with a close association with 
motorsport it probably seems a cliche to 
state that Formula Ford is a training ground 
for future champions. Yet after 30 years as 
a “nursery” formula, the 1600cc Kent 
(Cortina) engined formula still continues to 
churn out stars who move on to much high- 
er honours. One needs only to look at the 
Formula Holden field on today’s programme 
if evidence is needed. 


Scott Dixon won the prestigious title in 1997 and 
his career from there hardly needs detailing. Simon 
Wills was also a front runner in the national cham- 
pionship, and it was only last season that Matthew 
Halliday was competing in the class. Jason Liefting 


GEOFF RIDDER 





New Formula Ford Championship leader Phil Hellebrekers locks up at the hairpin at Pukekohe. 


is also a graduate of the class. Closer to home, 
Invercargill's own LeRoy Stevenson is the current 
national champion, and his team is working hard to 
ensure he graduates to Formula Holden, or another 
top formula for 2000. 

One of the most experienced racers in this sea- 
son’s pack is Auckland earth moving contractor Phil 
Hellebrekers. Phil has had a reputation for crashing 
in the past, but the signs are that this may at last be 
his year in his Australian built Spectrum, which is 
the latest car in the field. 

Hellebrekers may be an experienced racer, but 
even he can’t come close to the amount of miles 
clocked up by the sentimental favourite in the field, 


PAUL WILLIAMS MOTors 
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Top: South Island’s newest Formula Ford sensation Brent Collins. Above: OSCA series leader Paul Williams. 


Ken Smith. The Auckland veteran has been a Gold 
Star Champion and a NZ Grand Prix winner, but the 
Formula Ford title has always eluded him. He nar- 
rowly missed out last year, under controversial cir- 
cumstances, and now past his mid 50s he is as 
competitive and determined as ever. 

Another New Zealand Grand Prix winner, Brady 
Kennett, is a past pupil of Smith, and at the opening 
round of the CRC sponsored series pupil and 
teacher were going at it hammer and tongs. South 
Island hopes rest with former Pre 65 and Mazda 
RX7 champion Brent Collins. The South Canterbury 
man is a natural talent and this season realises a 
long held ambition to move to Formula Ford. South 
Island drivers have a proud tradition in the series, 
with past national champions including Jeff Pascoe, 
John Crawford, Paul Larsen, Andy McElrea, Shane 
Drake, Greg Tulett and of course Stevenson. Collins 
will be going all out to add to that list. 

Watch too for young Simon Richards, son of for- 
mer Formula Pacific runner Steve Richards. 


The big OSCA V8s return to Teretonga as a 
support race on the international programme. Local 
drivers like Robin McDonald with his big Falcon, 
LeRoy Stevenson (Starlet V8) and perhaps 
Laurence Knowler (Camaro) will have the chance to 
test their metal and mettle against the top Golden 
Mile Tavern OSCA runners, Paul Williams (Camaro), 
Craig Gilbert (Camaro), Mike Johnston (Camaro), 
Kim Buckley (Mustang) and others. 


Other supporting events include Bridgestone 
Porsches where the field will be headed by the Le 
Mans type GT2 cars of Owen Evans and father and 
son team Dean and Bill Fulford. These extremely 
quick Porsches will be joined by a full field from the 
evocative German marque. Also supported by 
Bridgestone are the Holden HQs, which provide 
their popular brand of door handle to door handle 
one make racing. Front runners seem likely to 
include Geoff Laing, Bill Bazley and Wayne Christie. 

Finally, the Kumho Sport Saloon field makes 
its first championship appearance at Teretonga. 
The front running cars in this class are amazingly 
quick, and the class provides great variety. The 
turbo cars, rotaries and V8s are all equally matched 
in Sport Saloons. 
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Shane Drake 
Mark Porter 

P. G. Knight 
Bernard Gillon 
Craig Baird 
Grant Silvester 
Paul Pedersen 


LeRoy Stevenson* 
Barry Dryden* 
John Sinclair 

Paul Williams 
Owen Evans 
Lindsay Dodd 


Lawrence Knowler* 


Peter Kennedy* 
Craig Gilbert 

Evan Munt 
Michael Johnston 
Trevor Crowe 

Gary Nash* 

Dave Agnew 
Robin MacDonald* 
Paul Clemens 
Eddie Fairbairn 


Auckland 
Manukau City 
Christchurch 
Tauranga 
Queensland 
Christchurch 
Rotorua 


Invercargill 
Outram 
Christchurch 
Rangiora 
Auckland 
Christchurch 
Invercargill 
Invercargill 
Timaru 
Christchurch 
Ashburton 
Christchurch 
Christchurch 
Christchurch 
Invercargill 
Ashburton 
Christchurch 


* Invercargill meeting only 


Porsche 


Peter Millener 
Paul Higgins 
Dean Fulford 
Bill Fulford 
Owen Evans 
Ray Williams 
Marty Davis 
John Billington 
William Young 
Alastair Russell 
Ross Yearsley 
Frank Denton 
lan Nott 

Fred Corner 
Nigel Caigou 
Tony Hetherington 
Jason Corlett 
David Allison 
Brent Corlett 
Stuart Owers 
Neil Chappell 
Derek Bowman 
Paul Hanson 
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Auckland 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Wellington 
Wellington 
Auckland 
Mt Maunganui 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Auckland 
Mt Maunganui 
Porirua 
Wellington 
Porirua 
Lower Hutt 
Auckland 
Hawera 
Levin 


Chev Corvette 
Chev Camaro 
Chev Camro 

Ford Mustang 
Chev Camaro 
Ford Mustang 
Chev Camaro 


Toyota Starlet 

Holden Commodore SS 
Mazda RX7 Series 1 
Chev Camaro 

Porsche Le mans Turbo 
Chev Camaro 

Brennan Camaro 
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 
Chev Camaro 

Capri Chev 

Chev Camaro 

Subaru WRX 

Holden Commodore 
Volvo C70 

Falcon XR8 

Nissan 300Z Twin Turbo 
Chev Camaro 


Porsche 911 Carrera RS 
Porsche 911RSR 
Porsche Le Mans Turbo 
Porsche Le Mans Turbo 
Porsche Le Mans Turbo 
Porsche 911RSR 
Porsche 911RS 
Porsche 911 

Porsche 

Porsche 911 2.7RS 
Porsche 911SC 
Porsche 911S 

Porsche 911 

Porsche 911SC 
Porsche 911SC 
Porsche 911 2.7 
Porsche 924T 

Porsche 924T 

Porsche 924T 

Porsche 944 

Porsche 944 

Porsche 924 

Porsche 924 








BNZ Activator, Mattel Hot Wheels 

Enzed, Auto Trader, Porter Hire 

CRC, DTR, Latimer Lodge 

Mothers, The Rock FM 

Husqvarna, Rapid Delivery, Fleet Tyres, Mobil, Action Motor Bodies, Protrac 
Mainfreight, More FM, Sydenham Park Car Sales, Sydenham PArk Chev Spares 
Goughs CAT 


Computerland, Allied Concrete, GWD Russels 
Kumho, Castrol, Cooke Howlison 

Canterbury Shopfitting Supplies 

Rock FM, Resene Santano, Whiting’s Dry Cleaners 
Lighting Direct, Evans European, Du Pont Car Paints 
Wayne Moore Motorsport Fabrication, L J Hooker 
Herbert Street Store 


Spraytec Timaru, Craig Gilbert Cars & Commercials LMVD Timaru 
Mike Ryan Engines 

AA Auto Service, Marshall Batteries, Triangle Garage Ashburton 
Crowesport 

Mike Ryan Engines, Local Construction, Martyn Letten Kerb & Channel 
Golden Mile tavern, Turbo Charger Reconditioners 

Discount Tyres, Valvoline 


American Autoparts, Hi Tech Auto Parts 


Continental Car Services 

Higgins Architecture 

Lighting Direct 

Lighting Direct 

Lighting Direct, Evans European, Du Pont Car Paints 
CRC, Pitstop 


Powerhaus, North City Tyres 


Bridgestone, Giltrap 
Clearlite Limited 
Autostrasse 

Bridgestone, Giltrap Prestige 
Autostrasse 


Beaurepaires, Powerhaus 


Road & Track Accessories 
Bridgestone 

Greg Sandiland & lvan Jones Hawera 
TSV Suspensions & Lowe Alpine 








Formula Ford 


Daniel Broughton Russell Van Dieman RF92 
Phil Hellebrekers Auckland Spectrum 07 
Brady Kennett Palmerston North Van Dieman 
Grant Campbell Auckland Swift FB4 (Class 2) 
Robbie Henderson Christchurch Van Dieman 94 
Nelson Hartley Palmerston North Van Dieman RF91 
Ken Smith Auckland Van Dieman 

Leo Mulholland Wellington Van Dieman RF93 
Andrew Reeves Auckland Van Dieman 
Matthew Farmer = Manukau City Van Dieman RF92 
Jayant Singh Christchurch Van Dieman RF88 
Noel Atley Invercargill Swift FB91 
James Cressey Auckland Swift 

Nick Ross Cambridge Van Dieman 
Brent Collins Timaru Van Dieman RF93 


Pre ‘65 Saloon 


Roy Macdonald Dunedin Ford Mustang 
Gareth Hall Christchurch Ford Anglia 
Grant Sprague Tauranga Ford Mustang 
Neville Agass Christchurch Ford Anglia 
Wayne Davies Waikato Ford Cortina 
Justin Haworth Te Awamutu Ford Cortina GT 
Glen Brazier Invercargill Ford Anglia 
Mitch Cobham Tokoroa Ford Cortina Mk1 
Greg Lyon Invercargill Ford Anglia 
David Mitchell Christchurch Ford Falcon 
Chris Peterson Invercargill Ford Anglia 
John Dawson Christchurch Holden EJ 
Graham Haworth — Te Awamutu Ford Cortina GT 
Grant Molloy Invercargill Ford Anglia 
Manny Sims Christchurch Ford Mustang 
David Ross Mt Maunganui Ford Anglia 
Albert Collier Tauranga Ford Falcon XP 
Frank Wright Mt Maunganui = Chev Nova 
Wayne Patrick Christchurch Vauxhall Velox 
Bill McKinnon Hamilton Holden EH 

John Lamont Cambridge Ford Zephyr Mk3 
Howard Parry Timaru 
Chris Brown Riverhead Ford Anglia 
James Paki Paki Nelson Ford Futura 
Brent Parker Invercargill Ford Anglia 


Teretonga Only 


Chrysler Valiant Ap6 


Aardvark Excavators, Sonic Gold, Elf 

Mobil, Robert Kennett Motors, Dave Pope Transport 
Percy Honda 

All Steel Buildings Ltd 

The Head Shop, Hartley Race Engines 


Black Fern Motorsport 

Harvery Norman 

Richmond Pools, Proformance Shades 
Valvoline 

Turntru Machining 


AutoTrail Ltd, Porter Hire, C&R Developments 
LandPower South Canterbury, Elite Transport 


Mag & Turbo, Smiths Regrinds Ltd, Gareth Hall Wholesale, Mark Paston, Jim’s Paint Shop 
Supply Services, Advanced Engine Teq Tauranga 

Mag & Turbo, Smiths Regrinds Ltd, Gareth Hall Wholesale, Jim’s Paint Shop, Mark Paston 
Arnotts Inter-Island Carriers 

Watson Haworth Motors LMVD 

Brazier Scafolding, Industrial Equipment Services 

Cobham Drainage Tokoroa, Robinson Motors Tokoroa 

Shell Helix, South Fuels Invercargill, Ganders Casbih, South Smash Repairs 


Motorsport Southland, Auto Centre, Lyons Auto Electrics, Johnson Wire Works 
Paki Paki Contracting, Rusley Engineering 

Watson Haworth Motors 

Central City Motors Timaru, Coxy’s Panel Repairs Timaru, Cullimore Radiators 
R&J Repairs, Sims Bakery, A to B Rentals Ashburton 

Baywide Tyres, Ross Panel Repairs 


Wright Air New Zeland 


Coby Mufflers & Extractors, Motor Prep 
Lamont Contracting 


Kumeu Hire, Putaruru Panelbeaters Ltd 
Ampol Performance Oils 


a 


Holden HQ 


Sport Saloon 
11 = Alan Owers Cave 3 Kirk McLean Christchurch Mazda RX3 2354 Valvoline, Kumho, Crowesport 
16 = Rod McLaren-Smith Dunedin Kerry Rumph Christchurch Mazda RX3 2062 


17 Tony Mathieson Dunedin Angus McFarlane Christchurch Toyota Levin 1600 Seedworld 

34 Lance Thompson Lawrence Michael Bushell Christchurch Toyota Starlet 1600 Seedworld 

42 = Wayne Christie Christchurch Roger Wilson Ashburton Holden Commodore 5700 Rubbish Removal 

44 Chris Low Christchurch Michael Archbold Christchurch Holden Commodore 5000 

54 Bill Bazley Lawrence Craig McClelland Graldine Ford Falcon XD 5800 Quality Tyres & Auto 

60 = John Muir Gore Gary Cleghorn Christchurch Toyota CorollaGT 1600 Crowesport, Avon Paint 

66 _ Geoff Laing Dunedin Craig Cottle Dunedin Toyota Corolla 2354 Tokyo Autotown 

70 John Longson Christchurch Tony Forde Invercargill Ford Capri MkIl GT 3000 

71 ~~ ‘Gary Gregory Leeston Colin Dawson Invercargill Toyota Trueno 1587 

72 Russell Keeler Gore Steve Ross Dunedin Holden Commodore 5000 Nash & Ross Contractors 

81 Lawrence Anthony Dunedin Steve Timmings Timaru Toyota CorollaDX 1800 Landpower/Scarlett Hydraulics 
David Smith Christchurch Toyota Corolla 1809 
Andrew Brown Invercargill Honda CRX 1600 Howard Anderson, Benmore Parts 
Murray Beeby Timaru Toyota Corolla DX 1600 Averis & Box, Coxys Panels, Goodyear 
Kerry Bartlett Ashburton Mazda RX7 2300 





MOTOR RACE SERIES 
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EVENT PROGRAMME 








RUAPUNA 
Friday 3 December 
Test Day 

Tl Formula Holden (30 min) 10.30 
T2 Formula Ford 11.05 
T3  ~=Pre ‘65 11.30 
T4 Porsche 11.55 

Lunch 12.15 
T5 OSCA 12.45 
T6 Formula Holden (30 min) 1.10 
T7 Formula Ford 1.45 
T8 ~~ Pre ‘65 2.10 
T9 Porsche 2.35 
T10 TraNZam (Rookie) 3.00 
T11 Formula Holden (30 min) — 3.35 
T12 Formula Ford 4.10 


Saturday 4 December 
Qualifying & Racing 


T13 Porsche 11.00 
T14 TraNZam/OSCA 11.25 
Q1 Formula Holden (20 min) 12.00 

Lunch 12.30 
Q2 ~~ —~Porsche 1.15 
Q3 Formula Ford 1.40 
Q4 OSCA 2.05 
Q5 Formula Holden (20 min) 2.30 
Q6 TraNZam 3.05 
Q7_sC~Prre ‘65 3.30 

(All sessions 20 minutes) 
R1 Formula Ford (8 /aps) 4.00 
R2 OSCA 66 laps) 4.25 
Sunday 5 December 
Race Day 

Formula Holden warmup 9.00 

TraNZam warmup 9.20 
R3___—~ Porsche (6 /aps) 9.40 
R4  TraNZam 66 laps) 10.05 
R5_~—s—PPre ‘65 (6 laps) 10.30 
R6 ~~ Formula Ford (8 /aps) 10.55 
R7 Formula Holden (78 Japs) 11.25 

Lunch 12.00 
R8 Porsche (6 laps) 12.45 
RQ Pre ‘65 (6 laps) 1.10 
R10 TraNZam/OSCA (6 laps) 1.35 
R11 Formula Ford (8 /aps) 2.00 
R12 Porsche (74 laps) 2.25 
R12A Pre 65 (8 laps) 2.55 


R14 Formula Holden (34 /aps) 
1999 NZ Grand Prix 3.20 
R15 TraNZam/OSCA (10 laps) 4.15 
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TASMAN 
TASMAN 
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Ruapuna outright lap record holder Scott Dixon. Will the record be broken in 1999? 


TRACK RECORDS: 


FORMULA HOLDEN Scott Dixon Reynard 92D 1m 15.810s 

(Outright lap record) 
TRANZAM Paul Radisich Ford Mustang im 22.900s 
FORMULA FORD Jason Richards Van Dieman 1m 02.386s 


Pothole People 
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Officials of the Meeting 


NEW ZEALAND GRAND PRIX MEETING 
Ruapuna Park Raceway, Christchurch 4-5 December 1999 


Event Director Brian Davies 

Clerk of Course Graeme Cornelius 

Assistant Clerks of Course Ron Blakemore, Ray Hunton, Dave Jenkins, Barry Ryan 
Secretary of the Meeting Anne Stewart 

MotorSport NZ Stewards Graeme Robertson, Wayne Scott, Barry Higham 
MotorSport NZ Technical Officers Julian Leach, John Keast, Hendrik Jansen, Gary Orton 
Competitor Relations Officers Wade Paterson, Gary Shatford, Allan Watkins 


Chief Scrutineer Geoffrey Sharp 

Chief Timekeeper Stan Beavon 

Chief Flag Marshall Gary Ryan 

Medical Dr Andrew Gin, St John Paramedics 
First Aid St John Brigade 

Fire/Rescue Service FMRDC 

Judge of Fact (Noise Emission) Graeme Cornelius 

Judge of Fact (Eligibility) Julian Leach 


Judge of Fact (Start/Finish) Dave Jenkins 
Judge of Fact (Time Penalties) | Brian Davies, Graeme Cornelius 
Motor Race NZ Manager Kerry Cooper 
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Supporting 
Races 


by John Hawkins 





Premier place on the support programme for 
the New Zealand Grand Prix will be taken by the 
TraNZam class. The TraNZam numbers may not 
be as big as hoped for, but the quality in the field 
is extremely high. 

At the sharp end of the field those two old pro- 
tagonists Craig Baird and Shane Drake look set to 
do battle once again, but this year they face a 
rejuvenated challenge from Christchurch’s own 
Grant Silvester. 

Drake was the winner of the TraNZam title in 
1998 and 1999 and multiple Gold Star single seater 
champion and NZ Grand Prix winner, Baird, would 
dearly like to add the TraNZam title to his resume- 
He certainly got his 1999/2000 challenge off to a 
good start, gunning his well sorted Alan Ferguson 
Camaro to a clean sweep at Pukekohe. 

At Pukekohe Drake debuted his new TraNZam 
challenger, the Mark Petch Motorsport car clothed 
in Corvette bodywork. A couple of clashes on track 
blunted the early part of Drake's title defence, but 
the battle between Baird and Drake, two of New 
Zealand’s very best drivers, is eagerly anticipated. 

Silvester’s rise to prominence in this national 
series brings to mind the time when his late father 
Ron battled with the likes of Paul Fahey and Red 
Dawson at Ruapuna. Silvester’s team put in a lot of 
work improving the horsepower output of the Ford 
engine over the winter and Grant looks ready to bat- 
tle it out with the two favourites on his home circuit. 

Other drivers contesting the TraNZam series 
include another Christchurch driver Peter Knight 
(Camaro), Mark Porter, Bernie Gillon (Mustang) and 
Paul Pedersen with his new CAT Camaro. 


The TraNZam cars will also be involved in a 
combined race with the local OSCA cars. Paul 
Williams has been a front runner in this class with 
his well sorted Camaro, but the OSCA field also 
includes GT1 cars fielded by Mike Johnston 
(Camaro), Craig Gilbert (Camaro), Eddie Fairbairn 
(Camaro) and Kim Buckley (Mustang). 
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Craig Baird leads the new TraNZam Championship series after the first round at Pukekohe. 
Baird, in Alan Ferguson's Camaro, leads defending champion Shane Drake (Chev Corvette) and Grant 


Silvester’s Ford Mustang at Pukekohe 


South Island Pre ‘65 champion Roy McDonald is strongly favoured in the North-South Challenge contest. 


The Ruapuna circuit has been the scene of 
many classic Formula Ford battles in the past, and 
“local” driver Brent Collins knows the circuit well 
from his time there in Mazda RX7s and Pre 65. The 
other top Formula Ford runners including Phil 
Hellebrekers, Ken Smith and Brady Kennett are 
hardly newcomers to the track and the scene looks 
set for a fascinating battle. The national champi- 
onship field will be boosted at the South Island 
meetings by a number of drivers contesting the 
strong South Island championship. 


South Island Pre 65 Champion Roy McDonald 
will be tested like never before when his Mustang 
fronts up against the similar North Island based cars 
of Sprague, Van Zantvoort and Perkins. A number of 
South Island V8s are expected to come out of the 
woodwork to face the northerners in the North ver- 
sus South Challenge, and the battle in the six and 
four cylinder classes should be just as interesting. 
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Christchurch spectators will have a rare chance 
to see the Bridgestone Porsche series competitors 
in action. The cars at the sharp end of the field, 
including the GT2 cars of Owen Evans and Dean 
and Bill Fulford are very fast indeed and it will be 
interesting to compare their times around Ruapuna 
with those set by the TraNZam and OSCA cars. 
The circuit will provide the regular series competi- 
tors with some welcome variety to the North Island 
tracks they are more used to. 
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ADELAIDE 





7, &, 9 April, ZOOO 
V8 SUPERCARS - V8 SUPERSTARS 





THE RETURN BOUT! 


Congratulations New Zealand for your magnificent Bathurst 1000 victory with 
Steven Richards and Greg Murphy... now the re-match in Adelaide April 7-9 2000. 


The Clipsal 500 Adelaide is Australia’s largest national motorsport event 
and for next year’s race the action is going to be hotter than ever. 


New Zealand will be putting up Paul Radisich and a host of other hard chargers against the 
best that Australia has to offer in the toughest V8 Supercar event of the new millennium. 


Three days of non-stop V8 Supercar action plus Formula Holden open-wheelers, 
Formula Adelaide historic Formula 1 cars, night racing for the GTP and Marque Sports Cars, 
the CSA Wheels Saloon Car Challenge, and Australia’s biggest party. 





Saas See your local travel agent for details and check out the Clipsal 500 
| Adelaide web site for more information at www.clipsal500.com.au 








NATIONWIDE 





ENZED TRANZAM CHAMPIONSHIP 
cx Proud sponsors of 
NZ TraNZam Championship 





ENZED MITSUBISHI LANCER EVO 3 


Ross Meekings 
Tasman Cup Rally Champion 
NZ Group N Rally Champion 


ENZEL FORMULA HOLDEN 
ACA“ =1-)/) 





Just Call ENZED e That’s All. 
O800 4 ENZED 0800 436 933 


